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DOMAIN: Practices (P) Students engage routinely in four literacy practices that ground,
shape, and inform the expectations of the Foundations, Language, and Texts domains.
BIG IDEA: Engagement & Intention for Comprehension & Composition Students
develop personal and academic identities as readers and writers, approaching texts for a
variety of tasks and purposes and engaging in reading and writing processes in order to
deepen comprehension and strengthen composition.

Benchmark Workshop explicitly supports Georgia’s Practice Standards Big

Idea Engagement and Intention for Comprehension and Composition through its
integrated Phonics and Word Study, Reader’s, and Writer’s Workshop. Throughout
the year, reading and writing skills are spiraled and reinforced across multiple
genres and increasingly complex texts. Instruction is scaffolded to support all
learners while steadily building independence. The seamless integration of
comprehension and composition ensures students see the connections between
reading deeply and writing effectively. Each literacy skill is introduced, revisited,
and expanded over time, allowing students to internalize strategies and apply them
flexibly in new contexts.

Phonics and word study lessons focus instruction on foundational skills that directly
support meaning-making in both reading and writing. The program is designed to help
students understand how decoding, spelling, and word analysis contribute to
comprehension and composition. After engaging in phonics and word study lessons,
students apply those skills to connected reading and writing tasks. Each lesson includes
opportunities to read decodable texts, spell and write words, use phonics knowledge to
read for meaning, and compose sentences or responses. The progression from basic
phonics to advanced word study helps students make connections between words and
meaning, supporting deeper comprehension and word choice in writing.

Reading lessons incorporate a scaffolded instructional framework that develops
students' intentional reading behaviors and metacognitive awareness. Lessons
emphasize a gradual release of responsibility model built around strategic
comprehension instruction. It includes pre-assessments to gauge where students are,
teacher modeling of comprehension strategies, guided practice to apply strategies with
support, and independent application to use the strategies in context. This sequence
helps build students’ engagement by giving them meaningful entry points into the text
and intention by showing them why and how to apply reading strategies. Comprehension
skills and strategies are not taught in isolation, but are embedded reinforcing that
comprehension is not passive, but an active and intentional process. Students are
explicitly taught to pause, reflect, and monitor their understanding, which mirrors the
goals of Georgia’s Engagement and Intention standard.
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Writing lessons are grounded in authentic purpose and genre-based instruction, guiding
students through narratives, informational texts, and opinion pieces. Lessons begin with
teachers modeling elements of craft using high-quality mentor texts. Students are
encouraged to look closely at how writers develop ideas, structure their work, and make
language choices that serve their audience. Then, they apply these techniques to their
own writing during extended independent writing time. Students learn to write with a
reader in mind, developing voice, coherence, and clarity. They revise and refine their
work through ongoing peer and teacher conferences, using checklists and reflective
tools to make deliberate improvements.

BIG IDEA: Situating Texts Students develop and apply a multilayered understanding of
context, author, audience, and purpose to ground and propel the interpretation and
construction of texts.

Benchmark Workshop invites students to explore texts as products of time, place,
purpose, and perspective. This approach directly supports the Georgia Practice
Standard’s Big Idea Situating Texts, which emphasizes helping students recognize
how meaning is shaped by the context in which a text is written and received.

From early grades, Benchmark Workshop introduces students to a diverse and inclusive
collection of literary and informational texts. Each unitis built around essential
questions and topics that encourage students to ask why a text was written, for whom,
and in what context. These driving questions serve as an anchor for rich discussions,
critical thinking, and intentional reading. Each unit clearly teaches text types and
structures, helping students understand how a text fits into larger literary or
informational context. Students learn to identify and analyze narrative, expository, and
persuasive texts for their function and purpose.

Benchmark Workshop units feature a range of texts that help students consider how an
author’s background, time period, and audience may influence content and style. With
teacher guidance, students explore how texts are shaped by their context, recognizing
that literature and informational writing reflect real-world experiences, perspectives, and
purposes. This is supported by teacher modeling, close reading routines, and text-
dependent questioning. Students are encouraged to annotate texts, track evidence, and
reflect on the decisions authors make.

In writing lessons, students are guided to consider audience, purpose, and context as
they craft pieces across genres. Whether writing an opinion, informational, or personal
piece, students learn to make thoughtful choices as writers, just like they do when
analyzing texts as readers. Finally, text becomes meaningful through performance tasks
where students combine sources, analyze perspectives, and apply context-driven
reading and writing to real-world issues.
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BIG IDEA: Author’s Craft Students apply knowledge of author’s craft to enhance the
interpretation and construction of texts.

Benchmark Workshop supports the Georgia Practice Standard’s Big ldea Author’s
Craft by guiding students to read and write with an awareness of how authors use
specific techniques to shape meaning, engage audiences, and influence
interpretation. Through phonics and word study, reading, and writing workshops,
Benchmark helps students uncover the decisions authors make and encourages
them to make those same choices in their own writing.

Each unitintroduces students to high-quality literary and informational texts that serve
as models for examining an author’s choice. Teachers guide students to notice how
authors use words, tone, structure, and style to shape meaning and engage readers.
Through close reading and discussion, students learn to ask deeper questions that help
them think more critically and understand the author’s craft more clearly.

Writing lessons encourage students to adopt and adapt writing techniques in their own
compositions. Lessons focus on using sensory details, selecting precise vocabulary,
experimenting with sentence variety, and crafting dialogue or narrative voice. Students
learn to revise with intention, shaping their writing so that every word contributes to
meaning and impact. This approach, where students read like writers and write like
readers, helps them understand and deliberately use the techniques they learn. They are
not simply imitating an author’s style; they are developing their own voice, grounded in
an understanding of how effective writing works.

BIG IDEA: Collaboration & Presentation Students build and share knowledge as they
engage with others in a range of settings and for a variety of purposes.

Benchmark Workshop supports the Georgia Practice Standard’s Big Idea
Collaboration and Presentation by providing daily opportunities for students to
engage in academic conversations, share their thinking, and present their learning
in meaningful ways across different settings and purposes.

Reading and writing lessons encourage students to share their thoughts, listen actively,
and engage respectfully with others. Students develop strong communication skills
through structured opportunities to talk about texts, compare ideas, and build
understanding together. Teachers guide students to use clear language, academic
vocabulary, and sentence stems that support thoughtful and respectful dialogue.
Students practice asking questions, clarifying ideas, and responding thoughtfully to
peers in varied settings, helping them adapt their communication for different audiences
and purposes.

Throughout each unit, students are encouraged to present ideas, writing, and research
projects to peers. Whether presenting a personal story, arguing a point, or explaining
research findings, students learn to organize their thoughts clearly and speak with
confidence. They also explore ways to enhance their presentations with visuals or digital

Phone: 1-914-637-7200 o Fax: 1-914-813-9610 « www.benchmarkeducation.com



Benchmark

eenhmark E D U CATION 145 Huguenot Street » New Rochelle New York ¢ 10801

°°°°°°° Building Literacy and Language for Life™

tools, making their messages more engaging and accessible. Through intentional
routines and meaningful speaking and listening tasks, Benchmark Workshop ensures
students are prepared to communicate effectively in any setting and for any purpose.
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